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Message From the Editor

Welcome to the 19th issue of the 8th vol-
ume of the President's News Digest.

Prof. Ammar Kaka, President of Applied
Science University, will address about the
university's accomplishments.

Email: hessa.almeraisi@asu.edu.bh
T: +973- 16036161
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Message from the President

Dear Colleagues,
Welcome to this month's edition of the President's Digest.

First and foremost, | am thrilled to announce that our student
recruitment for this academic year has been successfully completed,
This

noteworthy accomplishment is crucial as it aligns with our university's

surpassing the numbers achieved in the past three vyears.

plan for growth, expansion of programme offerings, and development
of new markets. | am confident that the upcoming intakes will further
build upon this progress. We have an ambitious plan to introduce new
programmes that cater to the needs of the job market in Bahrain and
the surrounding region.

| am also delighted to share the news that ASU has maintained its
position as one of the top 20 universities in the Arab region, according
to the recent QS Arab Region Rankings. This remarkable achievement
not only solidifies our standing but also places ASU at the forefront as
the highest-ranked university in the Kingdom of Bahrain. | extend my
special thanks to all colleagues who have tirelessly contributed to this
success. | would also like to express my special gratitude to Professor
Waheeb Al Khaja, the Chair of the Board of Trustees, for his leadership,
inspiration, and unwavering support in this endeavor.

During the recent QS Forum held in Bahrain, where Bahrain's Minister
of Education was present, | had the privilege of chairing a QS Presi-
dents' roundtable discussion titled "Overhauling Traditional Education
Models: Transformation Strategies for the 21st Century." The session
revolved around the key drivers for change and the educational
models we need to adopt to address the challenges and future needs
of our students. The discussion was engaging and thought-provoking,
covering various aspects such as pedagogy, flexibility, relevance, value
the identified the
stakeholders who should be actively involved in this transformative

for money, and more. Moreover, session

journey.

gla)) dxoly
APPLIED SCIENCE UNIVERSITY

| Written By

| Professor Ammar
I Kaka

I The President of
I Applied Science

; University



WORLD
UNIVERSITY
——— RANKINGS

561-570

WORLD
UNIVERSITY
—— RANKINGS

| ARAB REGION 2023

APRUED SCIENGE UNVERSTTY

Furthermore, | would like to take this opportunity to congratulate you all on the successful completion of the Sur-
veillance 1 Audits for both ISO 9001:2015 and ISO 21001:2018 Standards. After two days of rigorous examination
by an external auditor from Bureau Veritas, one of the world's most reputable certification bodies, ASU's compli-
ance with the requirements of these international standards has been verified. This achievement is a testament to
the university's steadfast commitment to international standards and best practices. My heartfelt congratulations
and gratitude go to Dr. Mohammed Yousif and Mr. Abdulla Al Khaja, who spearheaded the ISO certification project
from day one, as well as all the colleagues who contributed to this momentous accomplishment.

Lastly, | want to express my sincere appreciation to all colleagues who have contributed their articles and partici-
pated in the activities featured in this edition. Your dedicated efforts have made this publication possible, and | am
thrilled to share your valuable work with our readers.

Thank you all for your continued commitment and dedication.

Best regards,

Ammar Kaka
President
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Introduction to the Partnership with LSBU

On Thursday, 21°* September 2023, the International Partnerships Office organised a workshop in [Ifi T
room TOO1l in the Technology Building titled “Introduction to the Partnership with LSBU”.}|
The session was dedicated mainly to the new colleagues who have been appointed to teach |
modules in the dual-award programmes delivered in collaboration with London South Bank
University (LSBU).

Dr. Faiza Zitouni, Assistant VP for Development Affairs and Assistant Professor, started the
workshop with opening remarks, having the International Partnerships Office (IPO) under her
umbrella, among other responsibilities. Dr. Faiza welcomed the new staff and assured them that | Ms. Diana El Hageova

the IPO is available for support as well as colleagues in the College of Engineering who have been | Acting Office Manager of
International Partnerships /

I

|

1

l

managing the programmes with LSBU since 2017/2018. | Lecturer, Department of |
| General Studies, College of

1
|
|
|

I Arts and Science

Ms. Diana El Hageova, Office Manager for International Partnerships, proceeded with an overview
of the programme schedule along with an introduction of the speakers. =777 777777777~
Next, Ms. Diana and Mr. Noel Lavin, Director of Foundation and English Delivery Services,
Coordinator of International Partnerships, spoke about the history of the partnership with LSBU
which started in in 2017/2018 when the first cohort of students joined the civil and architectural

engineering programmes. This part covered the following points:

e History of the collaboration
e Partnership board meetings
e Communication with link tutors
e Providing updates/information on partnership activities, e.g.
= Joint research
= London Day
= Summer school
e Organising meetings/collaborative sessions with LSBU counterparts academic year 2023/2024.
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The next part of the workshop was dedicated to explaining the academic management aspect of the programmes
and was jointly delivered by Mr. Noel and Dr. Marwan Aoaud, Vice Dean and Assistant Professor in the College of
Engineering. This part covered the following points:

e Validation documents

e Module study guides

e Being familiar and applying British marking

e Internal and external moderation of assessments

e Assessment rules and regulations (Thresholds and number of attempts)

e Exam boards (Internal and external) / Academic calendar

e Course portfolios (Module boxes)

¢ NQF placement

e Registration — Transcripts

In the end, Dr. Faiza thanked the speakers and attendees, and wished everyone all the best in this
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""Stay Tuned for This Year's LSBU Summer School"
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For more information, please contact Ms. Diana from the International
Partnerships Office on 16036344 or diana.elhageova@asu.edu.bh
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Celebration of Bahraini Engineer’s Day - AY 2023/2024
Establishment of the ASU-ICE Student Chapter

On October 17™ 2023, the College of Engineering organised an event to recognise and
celebrate achievements of Bahraini engineers and their invaluable contributions to the field.
The event coincided with the celebrations of Bahraini Engineer Day (October 15™). Since the
establishment of the College of Engineering at ASU in 2017, we have had the honor of seeing
three cohorts graduating with a British degree from LSBU and finding their place in the
engineering world. We take great pride in our alumni’s accomplishments and we do our very
best to remain connected with them. The event was attended by President of the University,
Professor Ammar Kaka, ASU staff, engineering alumni, students, as well as guests from the
engineering industry and IEEE Bahrain Section.

The event commenced with an inspiring speech by the President Prof. Ammar Kaka, who himself
is a civil engineer, followed by Dr. Mohamed Salama, the Dean of the College of Engineering. We
were privileged to have Mr. Ahmad Allabri, Group HR and Administration Manager at Nass
Group & Corporation, who provided invaluable insights on this special occasion. The event also
included a reflection on the diverse range of extracurricular activities in which our engineering
students have engaged in , showcased through a video. Dr. Julie Cross, the President Advisor for
Students Recruitment and Experience in the University, delivered a speech on student
experience. Our ambassador, student Lilian Abuidrees delivered an inspiring speech on the
behalf of our future engineers, followed by recorded testimonies from other engineering

students.

| Written By: b

I Ms. Safa Jamal

1
1
1
: Research and Teaching |
I Assistant at the College of:
| Engineering :

]
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As part of the day’s significance, we proudly unveiled the establishment of the ASU-ICE Student Chapter,
a milestone in our commitment to fostering excellence and innovation in engineering education. Mr. John Barns,
a member of our Civil Engineering Programme Advisory Board and ICE Bahrain delivered a speech offering his
assistance about the available resources in ICE. Ms. Aurelia Khisaf, Membership Development Officer from the
Institute of Civil Engineers delivered a presentation of the benefits and opportunities offered by the Institution of
Civil Engineers (ICE) and the scope of the student chapter. The organisational structure of the ASU-ICE Student
Chapter was then announced, with Dr. Hamdy AlSayed, the faculty advisor, highlighting this achievement.
The chapter’s presidents, student Ahmad AlShaika delivered a speech focusing on the chapter’s scope. The event
concluded with a cake-cutting ceremony and a group photo, marking a memorable conclusion to the celebration.

Before the event, our visitors from ICE had a tour of the engineering graduation projects exhibition and the civil
engineering lab.
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The College of Administrative Sciences hosted a virtual seminar titled ((48 Rules for
Writing a Master's Thesis.))

\.l

The College of Administrative Sciences organized a virtual seminar on Monday, 9-10-2023
for master’s students. The seminar was titled ((48 Rules for Writing a Master's Thesis)), The
seminar was presented by Dr. Rashed Al-Rasheed, Master Program Coordinator in b
Political Science Programme. The purpose of this seminar is to exchange experiences and

discuss with other master's students about their expectations as well as objectives for

writing a thesis and understanding the practices. 29 graduate students attended this | yyen by:
seminar and reviewed the most important challenges that a researcher may face when | Dr-Rashed Al-Rasheed

oy . 1
writing a master's thesis, as well as how to overcome them. 1 Master Program
I Coordinator in Political
! Science Programme

S &
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Accounting and Finance Department Hosted ACCA Awareness Session f A

Administrative Sciences hosted an awareness session on the Association of Certified

Chartered Accountants certificates (ACCA), which was delivered by Mr. Taher Kabasi, a senior Frmm=s=—m——m—n
ritten by:

On September 26, 2023, the Department of Accounting and Finance of the College of ﬂ

Iment

Dean and Mr.Taher also exploited other avenues for collaboration with the Department i
including the provision of guest speakers and embedding other ACCA-offered certificates
within the Accounting and Finance programme curriculum, which will add to the existing
practical learning that the programme is offering. Mr.Taher and the Dean agreed to commit
these avenues into a formal agreement through a memorandum of understanding.

1
representative of the ACCA Middle East. The session was addressed to the students and | Dr. Ali Matar '
faculty and included a series of topics that covered the potential opportunities ACCA offers to {Head of the Accounting i
students as well as the benefits of holding an ACCA certification. After session, the College jand Finance Depart- :

1

1
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Quote of the Month

"Before you are a leader, success is all about growing
yourself. When you become a leader, success is all about
growing others."

— Jack Welch
) pdd) a9y (e
a4y (e Alals Caran) g ‘g.pi A s R e Ul

(otial) -



