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Message From the Edltor

Welcome to the 15th issue of the 8t volume of the
President's News Digest.

In this issue Prof. Ammar Kaka , the President of Applled
Sclence Unlversity will spotlight ASU's achievements over
the previous month and wish all colleagues a happy
annual vacation in this issue.

Emall: hessa.almeralsi@asu.edu.bh
T: +973- 16036161
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Message from the President
Dear colleagues,

As we conclude the academic year 2022/23, | would like to take this
opportunity to congratulate and thank all of you for a truly successful year.
We have achieved significant successes across several fronts. Our January
student intake exceeded last year's, and we are looking forward to a similar
outcome for the upcoming September intake. We have maintained our top
ranking position in the Kingdom of Bahrain in the QS World University Ranking
2024, and retained our ranking bracket (201-300) in the THE Impact Ranking
2023, despite a significant increase in the number of participating universities.
We have expanded our programme portfolio and are currently working on
launching a significant number of new programmes at the undergraduate,
postgraduate, and PhD levels. Additionally, we continue to receive full
confidence in BQA reviews, having completed all cycle two BQA programme
reviews for all of our offerings.

In June, we were delighted to celebrate the accomplishments of our 15th and
16th cohorts of students. Under the patronage of the Minister of Education,
HE Dr. Mohammed Bin Mubarak Juma, we hosted two fantastic graduation
ceremonies and graduated over 1000 students. Hosting two successful
graduation ceremonies in one day is a very challenging task and a first for our
university, but with hard effort and dedication, we were able to organize a
special day. | am grateful to all members of the graduation committee, all the
staff, and the students who participated in making this a huge success. | am
also grateful to our Chair of the Board of Trustees, Professor Waheeb
Al-Khaja, for requesting the university senior management to organize an
event in recognition of staff contributions with this regard.

As we publish this Digest, the majority of colleagues have either started or are
about to start their annual holidays. | would like to take this opportunity to
wish you all a relaxing and enjoyable time with your families and friends. | look
forward to welcoming you back to campus and continuing our work together
for the betterment of our students and the communities we serve.

Last week, we had a gathering to bid farewell to a group of university
colleagues who will be leaving us as their work contracts with the university
have reached their end. It was a bittersweet moment as we celebrated their
contributions to our institution while also wishing them well in their future
endeavors. We took the opportunity to express our gratitude for their hard
work, dedication, and commitment to our university community. We will miss
their presence, but we are confident that they will excel in their future
pursuits. We wish them all the best in their future endeavors and hope that
they will keep in touch with us.

Finally, many thanks to all colleagues who have contributed to the articles and
activities featured below.

| Written By

| Professor Ammar
I Kaka

I The President of
I Applied Science

; University
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Awareness Session: Use of ChatGPT in Higher Education

On May 9, 2023, Academic Staff Development Unit (ASDU) in collaboration with
College of Arts and Science, Head of Computer Science Department Dr.Moaiad
Khder delivered an awareness session titled: - Use of ChatGPT in Higher Education.

Dr. Adel AlSamman, Head of Academic Staff Development Unit, welcomed the
audience and emphasized the relevance of this session.

Dr. Moaiad Khder, explored the ways in which ChatGPT technology can revolutionize

I
| Written By:

higher education. 1 Dr. Moaiad Khder i

1 Head of Department of 1
ChatGPT is an effective tool for both instructors and students to improve their | Computer Science i
learning experiences. ChatGPT can provide individualized guidance to learners and i .
aid in their comprehension of complex subjects because to its capacity to generate e

human-like responses to questions and engage in natural language discussions.

Dr. Moaiad emphasized the various benefits of ChatGPT in higher education,
including its ability to boost student engagement, knowledge retention, and the
development of critical thinking abilities. He also discussed some of the difficulties
and limitations of using ChatGPT technology in the classroom, as well as practical tips
for educators interested in incorporating it into their teaching techniques.

During the event, a lively and interesting conversation took place, and a live
presentation for numerous scenarios was performed to demonstrate how to use
ChatGPT and comparable technologies.

DN

Applied Science University
College of Arts and Science

Awareness Session : WHAT IS
Al anlaill (B (S A Gl aladiu) |4 ChatGPT?2
Use of ChatGPT in Higher ‘ @ODGHAI

Education

Dr. Moaiad Khder =

Tuesday 09 May 2023
‘ 11:00am
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’ Dr. Moaiad Khder has been elected Vice Chair of the Bahrain Society of

d .
O Excellence and Academic Research (SEAR).
%/, 20l )y ‘5%\‘

a Brcelopeg  poate™™

On May 17, 2023, an election was held for the membership of the Board of Directors of
the Society of Excellence and Academic Research in Bahrain, and membership was by
acclamation for all, as 12 people nominated for membership, which is the required
number, and Dr. Moaiad was one of the 12 nominees. Following the new board
meeting, elections were held to fill the following positions: President, Vice President,
Treasurer, and Secretary. Dr. Moaiad was elected as the Association's Vice President by
acclamation.

The Society of Excellence & Academic Research was founded in 2013 by Ph.D. members
of the teaching faculty of Bahrain-based universities, colleges, institutes, research
centers, and public and commercial organizations. The SEAR intends to carry out
professional, cultural, and scientific activities. For membership, the applicant must hold
a doctorate degree or its equivalent from one of Bahrain's accredited universities or
colleges, and he must be teaching full or part-time at a university or working in the field
of research. Scientific degree at any of Bahrain's research centers or consultant rank in
any of Bahrain's governmental and private industries.

The association also aims at the level of scientific research to consolidate new cognitive
aspects in various sciences with conscious openness to human thought far from the
mechanisms of concentration, whatever its identity, deepening research in the fields of
Arab and Islamic culture and its various sciences, practicing academic freedom within
the limits of law and rooting knowledge strategies through The difference and debate it
draws from, the experimentation and testing it practices, the consolidation of the
authentic traditions of academic work and scientific research, and the provision of
appropriate material and moral conditions for that.

2023 sesalsll dingllgjseill Gican >
Society of Excellence and Academic Research . =
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1 Written By: :

I Dr. Moaiad Khder I

1 Head of Department of 1

I Computer Science :
1
1
1
1
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Dr.Moaiad Khder Presented a Paper in the Parliamentary Forum for People of
Determination 2023 Bahrain

The Parliamentary Forum for People of Determination 2023 was opened on May 31,
2023, under the patronage of His Excellency Mr. Ahmed bin Salman Al-Musallam,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and was organized by the General Secretariat
of the House of Representatives in collaboration with a number of relevant official and
civil authorities.

The forum discussed the challenges confronting this group and presented solutions and VWritten By: i
. . . . . 1

methods to empower people of determination and their involvement and | Dr- Moaiad Khder I
. X . X i K 1 Head of Department of 1

empowerment in society, through (an opening session and four general discussion I Computer Science .
sessions), which included 12 papers, stories, and inspiring experiences in various fields of . :

. . 1
work and development, and the conference issued 43 recommendations. It was [

presented by professionals from centers and associations specializing in people of
determination, universities and research centers, important governmental bodies and
agencies, and legislative authority members from the Shura Council and the House of
representatives.

His Excellency Representative Mamdouh Abbas Al-Saleh, Chairman of the Services
Committee, moderated the second discussion session on services (health, education,
and housing). The first paper was titled: Empowering Determined People in the Kingdom
of Bahrain's Education Sector: Reality, Challenges, Future, and the Role of Artificial
Intelligence. Dr. Moaiad Khder, Head of the Computer Science Department, delivered
the presentation, emphasizing that the Kingdom of Bahrain has achieved significant
progress in empowering people of determination, , where the government adopted a
variety of legislation and programs to promote the integration of persons with
determination in all aspects of society and in numerous industries, including education
(he explored how Applied Science University supports students with special needs: In
accordance with Bahrain laws regarding persons with special needs and academic poli-
cies at Applied Science University.
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The university welcomes students with special needs. Physical impairment, temporary injuries, learning
problems, and attention deficit are some of the special needs. The university is committed to ensuring strict
confidentiality in the records of students with special needs. The report indicates that there are still many
areas that can be improved and issues that must be addressed in order to ensure that persons with
determination have equal opportunities to get quality education. He emphasized that the issues confronting
people with determination in Bahrain's education sector can be solved through a variety of ways, one of the
most promising of which is the use of artificial intelligence (Al) to enhance inclusive education.
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Computer Science Held its Second Advisory Board Meeting for the Academic Year
2022/2023

On June 7, 2023, Computer Science held its second Advisory Board Meeting for the
Academic Year 2022/2023. Prof. Ayman Aldmoor - Dean of the College of Arts and
Science, Dr. Moaiad Khder -HoD of Computer Science, Dr. Samer Shorman -CS Program
Coordinator, Mr. Nawaf Abdulrahman, Head of Information Technology at Mohamed bin
Khalifa Cardiac Center, Dr. Sh. Eshaa Mohammed Alkhalifa, CEO of SayG Information
Systems - Sole proprietorship, and Mr. Ali Fareed AbulFath.

I
1 Written By:

1

. _ 1

The following activities were presented to PAB members: | Dr- Samer Shorman I
1 Computer Science 1

X . . X I Programme Coordinator :

e The new tracks in the Computer Science Programme and modifications made to the | College of Arts and Science 1
.. . I !

CS Programme study plan after receiving all of the comments from various i '
.

stakeholders and making the necessary changes upon proposing the new track.
e Masterin CS progression.
e International Accreditation progression.

PAB members embraced the CS program's progress toward additional tracks, master's
degrees in CS, and program international accreditation, emphasizing the necessity of
accreditation for academic programs. There was discussion of collaborating between the
PAB and the CS Programme to arrange industrial visits to the advisory board members'
workplaces.
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CS students Industrial Visits to Benefit and ThinkSmart

Students from the Computer Science Programme visited two industrial sites under the
supervision of CS HoD Dr. Moaiad Khder and Programme Coordinator Dr. Samer
Shorman:

\

§ To explore the numerous departments of information technology in
the company. A visual presentation was presented to them on the
\ numerous services offered by the company as well as the work of
& each department. The students were also taken on a tour of the | Written By:

: College of Arts and Science

ben eflt audits, and databases. IL

1

\ T . . e I Dr. Samer Shorman :
company's divisions to become acquainted with those specializing in 1 Computer Science I

- .. I ; I
l I_J application and software development, networks, follow-up and Programme Coordinator :
1

1

1

to examine how is training carried out in the company. A visual

' presentation was delivered to them regarding the numerous

‘ services offered by the organization, as well as how the training and

, ‘ its procedures work. The students were also informed about the

“ professional qualifications that they can receive during their

THINKSMART training, as well as the possibility of completing their training with
Development and Training  employment.
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Computer Science Students Participated in 3" Programming Competition Bahrain
Al - Kaggle Competition

The University of Bahrain hosted the third programming competition Bahrain Al - Kaggle
Competition, which featured 15 teams and 39 competitors from various Bahraini
universities. The University of Bahrain, College of Information Technology, and the IEEE
Computer Society Bahrain Chapter are organizing this tournament. ASU was represented
in this tournament by three teams of six computer science students. The training for this

o - (vl
competition was held on June 13th, and the competition was held from June 14th to :\Ef\)/nt;en By:Sh

r. Samer orman

June 21st. They presented their work to the Jury on June 22nd. The primary purpose of | Computer Science

this competition is to provide students with the opportunity to practice machine ! College of Arts and Science
learning techniques and apply their knowledge to a specified dataset that includes 1
numerous columns describing each property, including the sales prices column and by
applying some machine learning algorithms in order to analyze the data, and predict the
properties prices.

1
1
1
1
I Programme Coordinator :
1
1
1
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Regional English Language Symposium
Preparing Students Today for Tomorrow’s World: A Holistic Approach to Language Learning

On the 10" June 2023, Ms. Diana El Hageova and Mr. Noel Lavin from the General
Studies Department attended an English Language Symposium organized by the Regional
English Language Office (RELO) at the US Embassy, Bahrain. The event was organised to
foster professional development, promote an exchange of ideas, and as a means to
examine teaching methodologies within the realm of English language education.

The well-attended symposium brought together academics, teachers and experienced
practitioners in the field of English language education, and one of the key highlights was
the opportunity for all participants to explore innovative teaching approaches to English

I
| Mr. Noel Lavin :

language instruction. I Director of |
| Foundation—College of )

: Arts and science I

I

Attendees participated in breakout sessions that focused on a variety of topics, ranging
from technology and Al integration, social and emotional learning (SEL) within the
classroom, creative reading and writing strategies, and the relationship between student
psychology and teaching. The discussions in the breakout sessions exposed attendees to
a range of pedagogical strategies, and provided them with fresh perspectives on how to
enhance language instruction and elevate the learning experience for their students.

In addition to the knowledge gained, attendees also benefited from the opportunity to
network and collaborate with like-minded educators from diverse backgrounds,
including from other universities in Bahrain. The symposium provided a platform for
fruitful discussions, idea-sharing, and the establishment of professional connections. By
engaging with like-minded colleagues and experts from across Bahrain, the attendees
broadened their horizons and gained new perspectives that will contribute to their
personal growth and benefit their students.

—

 —
———]
—_—

' Regional English ** gl
Y 4. 2gional English
& -anguage Office :

Noel, Diana, and Ms. Sandra Story, Regional
. English Language Officer, US Embassy.
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Quote of the Week

“Achievers have an enabling attitude, realism, and a conviction that they themselves were the laboratory of
innovation. Their ability to change themselves is central to their success. They have learned to conserve their
energy by minimizing the time spent in regret or complaint. Every event is a lesson to them, every person a
teacher. ”

— Marilyn Ferguson
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https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/marilyn-ferguson-quotes

