Message From the Editor

Welcome to the 5t issue of the 7hvolume of the
President's News Digest.

In this issue Prof. Ghassan Aouad , President the
University will address the subject of :-
“ Launch of the CIOB Bahrain Hub “
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Message from the President
Bahraini Women’s Day

On the 1st of December, the University celebrated Bahraini Women’s Day under
the patronage of the Chairman of the Board of Trustees, Professor Waheeb
Al Khaja who gave an inspirational speech at the event. This was a perfect
occasion to thank all Bahraini women for their achievements, and specifically our
ladies in the University for their contributions to the University’s development.
Second Deputy Speaker of Parliament and political science student, Mr Ali
Al Zayed, made a significant contribution at this celebration citing women’s
achievements in Bahrain. The event also included talks by Ms Maha Sabt from the
Supreme Council for Women, and Dr Marwa Al Mulla from the University of
Bahrain; the talk show was run by our capable colleague, Ms Rugaya Mohsen.
Our colleague Moza Althawadi also gave a speech highlighting the importance of
women’s contributions to the Univetsity and beyond. The event was organised by
the Deanship of Students Affairs headed by Dr Fawzi Al Jawder with support from
our Women Club headed by our student Migat Al Siddigi which is part of the
Students Council. There was also an art exhibition by some of our special needs
students who were recognised at a special ceremony held in the Dome Hall.
During the event, strong praises were paid to the Supreme Council for Women
headed by HRH, Princess Sabika Bint lbrahim Al Khalifa. The work of HRH has
gained an international recognition in addressing women’s rights and in
narrowing down the gender gap which is an international issue. All her initiatives
are inspirational and can help women in Bahrain and beyond.

In the Global Gender Gap Report 2021 published by the World Economic Forum,
it was stated that amongst the 156 countries covered by the report, women
represent only 26.1% of some 35,500 parliament seats and just 22.6% of over
3,400 ministers worldwide. At the current rate of progress, the World Economic
Forum estimates that it will take 145.5 years to attain gender parity in politics.

Gender gaps are more likely in sectors that require disruptive technical skills. For
example, in Cloud Computing, women make up 14% of the workforce; in
Engineering, 20%; and in Data and Al, 32%.

In the WEF report and at the current relative pace, gender gaps can potentially be
closed in 52.1 years in Western Europe, 61.5 years in North America, and 68.9
years in Latin America and the Caribbean. In all other regions it will take over 100
years to close the gender gap: 121.7 years in Sub-Saharan Africa, 134.7 years in
Eastern Europe and Central Asia, 165.1 years in East Asia and the Pacific,142.4
years in Middle East and North Africa, and 195.4 years in South Asia.
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In Bahrain, the gender gap is closing quickly with many noticeable achievements in the education sector and and in politics and
amongst many other areas. This is due to the great support by HM the King and HRH the Crown Prince and Prime Minister and
the great efforts of the Supreme Council for Women.

I would like to conclude by wishing our female staff, students, and alumni a Happy Bahraini Women’s Day. You are a vital part
of our University’s development.
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Quote of the Week

“Do what you do so well that they will want to see it again and bring their friends.”

- Walt Disney
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