Message From the Edltor

Welcome to the 24t issue of the 7thvolume of
the President's News Digest.

In this issue Prof. Ghassan Aouad , President the
University will address the subject of :-
“ASU’s achievements and next steps “
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Message from the President
ASU’s achievements and next steps

The latest QS World University Rankings by Subject 22 which was announced last
week for our art and design subject in the College of Arts and Science at 101-150
is a significant development. Many congratulations should go to the Dean, Vice
Dean, Head of Department and Programme Coordinators and many thanks
should go to Dr Mohamed Yousif and his team. This is the first time we appear in

the QS Subjects Rankings and can be considered as a serious development. This is

a great addition to other achievements in the rankings in the QS, THE, and Green : Written By
. . g . 3 . . | Professor Ghassan Aouad
Metrics. In addition, our 2 ISO certifications, our academic partnership with LSBU, | The President of Applied

i . 1 Science Universit
and our Advance HE accredited centre have put us strongly on the International clence Eniversty

map. Our international presence will be strengthened when we hear about our E_
QAA UK accreditation by the 6th of May. Our accreditation by the HEC, Institu-
tional Review by the BQA, NQF placement of academic programmes, full confi-
dence for academic programmes which have been reviewed so far, the approval

of 4 academic programmes by the HEC, our increase of research publications, our
Students’s achievements in sports, volunteering and entrepreneurial activities,

the state or art campus and IT and dashboard systems, and the submission of

more academic programmes for approval are also significantly important. We
couldn’t have achieved all of these without the great support from Professor Wa-
heeb and the hard work of all our colleagues. We are reaching now a level of ma-

turity which is reflected in many of our activities.

Our ambitions over the next few years are to increase the development of new
academic programmes especially at master and doctoral levels in addition to
achieving international professional accreditation for all our academic pro-

grammes.

Our priority over the next few weeks should be students recruitment and we
should all play a major part in this important activity. We should all strengthen
our relationships with industry and promote our academic programmes amongst

all our circles and networks.

One major achievement in the University has been the weekly News Digest. |
would like to invite colleagues to submit articles to our President’s News Digest
in order to document and archive our success and if any colleagues especially the

new ones are interested in being interviewed please contact Ms Hessa.
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The Academic Staff Attended the 1* Annual Gathering of Society of Excellence and
Academic Research (SEAR)

On March 22”d, 2022, ASU Academic staff attended the
first annual gathering Society of Excellence and Academic
Research (SEAR) which was held at ART Hotel — Rotana,

Amwaj. The program of the ceremony included:

- Welcoming Speech

- SEAR President's (Dr. Bassam AlHamad) Speech
- Signage of MOU agreement with education_bh

I 3 Articles Written By:

! Dr. Moaiad Khder
Head of Department of

| Computer Science

In addition, the gathering included scientific segments and dialogues that contributed to the work of 1

- Online Contest

advancing the work of the association.

The gathering attended by:

1. Dr. Moaiad Khder — HoD of Computer Science Dept.

Dr. AbdelNasser Taha — Manager of Graduate Studies at College of Administrative Sciences
Dr. Ahmad Khalaf AIMuhamadi — Master in Business Administration Programme Coordinator
Dr. Mohammad AlAghbari — Head of QAA Academic Affairs Unit

Dr. AbdulQawzi Hezabr

vk W

On March 27th, 2022, ASU IEEE members attended IEEE-Bahrain Section Annual So-
cial Gathering which was held at ART Hotel — Rotana, Amwaj. The program of the
¥ ceremony included:

- Welcoming Speech

- IEEE Chair (Dr. Ali Zolait) Speech

- Contest

In addition, the gathering included a general discussion about the IEEE section statistics and activities.

The gathering attended by representative of different universities in Bahrain from government and private sector. ASU

was represented by:
1. Dr. Moaiad Khder — HoD of Computer Science Department

2. Dr. Samer Shorman —Computer Science Programme Coordinator
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Validation Event of the Proposed Programme: Master in Computer Science
Programme

On March, 30 and 31, 2022 QAAC conducted a validation meeting
for the proposed programme: Master in Computer Science.
The validation panel consists of:

1. Prof. Ashraf Alnagar (External Member, Sharjah University,
UAE)

2. Prof. Hilal Albayatti (Director, QAAC, ASU)

3. Dr. Ahmed Arbab (Convener/ Vice Dean, College of Administra-
tive Sciences, ASU)

4. Dr. Ahmad Shatat (Head, Department of Management Infor-
mation Systems, ASU)

This is an important step in the process of new programme develop-
ment policy. The validation panel members interviewed the MCS
programme team , where the validation event focused on:

= Reviewing - “Justification of Need”

e  Actual and Tangible Need

e  Stakeholders Feedback

e  Career Progression and Learning Pathways

= Reviewing — “Qualification Compliance”

Qualification Access and Transfer

Qualification Graduation Requirements

Qualification Alignment and Benchmarking

Qualification Internal and External Evaluation and Review
Mapping and Confirmation Processes

Programme Accreditation

Appropriateness of Qualification Design, Content and Structure
Qualification Title

Learning Outcomes (LOs)

Qualification Attendance and Delivery Modes

Quialification Structure and Duration

Qualification Content

Progression and Flow

Unit/s Information

Learning Resources and Learner Support —

Learners with Special Needs -

Reviewing — “Appropriateness of Assessment ”

Assessment Design

Internal and External Verification and Moderation of Assessment.
Marking Criteria.

Measuring the Achievement of Learning Outcomes

Feedback to Learners

Appeal Against Assessment Result

The Integrity of Assessment

= Reviewing — “Appropriateness of NQF levels and Credit Values”
e NQF Leve

e NQF Credits

e  Credit Framework Requirements.

= Finalizing the reviews to prepare the New Programme Development Report.
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Marassi Al-Bahrain: a project to visit and learn from - 31 March 2022

Located in Diyar Al-Muharraq, Bahrain’s
largest development, Marassi Al-Bahrain
comprises several projects including Marassi
Residences, Marassi Shore Residences, Mar-
assi Boulevard, Hotels, and Galleria Mall.
The project covers a plot area of 127,573
sgm and a built-up area of 558,902 sgm
with a total construction cost of 200+ million

I
I Written By:

el b L BHD. The project is viewed as a demonstra- I br. Wael Abdelhameed i
tion of a complex delivery environment that represents a unique case study for those 1 Head of Department of Civil |
who are interested and specialized in construction processes and construction manage- i ian';d Architeotural Englneer- .
ment. 1 .

T

A site visit to Marassi Al-Bahrain Galleria Mall was arranged by
the College of Engineering on March 31, 2022 with the
participation of 30 students and 5 faculty members in coordina-
tion with Cebarco Bahrain SPC & Shapoorji Pallonji Mideast LLC
JV, and Green Innova. The students and faculty members were
hosted by Mr. Wisam AlDulaimi -Project Manager, Mr. Roopesh
Kumar -Deputy QAQC Manager, and Mr. Ashwin -Deputy Pack- |
age Manager, from JV the Main Contractor; and Mr. Haris
Rehman -Site Engineer, and Ms. Wala AlQubaitie -Project Engi-
neer, from Green Innova, a Subcontractor.

The site visit covered many areas pertaining to structural systems, construction details,
mechanical systems, HVAC ducts and connections, fire alarm systems, suspended ceil-
ings, and interior finishes
and materials in our effort
to expose our engineering
students to the practical
aspects of complex engi-
neering projects. Ms. Ba-
tool Khalaf, a Level 5 Ar-
chitectural Engineering
student, stated “in Marassi
Mall, at the beginning we
had to wear our PPE for
safety, and then the tour
started by explaining the
facade materials and the
building material theme.
Inside the building, the engineers explained too many technical areas. They walked us
through many zones in the building like the shopping stores, the WC and prayer rooms,
and the parking lots. In each zone the explained the design approach that depends on
the aesthetic and function. The tour ended by a useful lecture highlighting different
disciplines needed to bring the project to reality. the site visit was very useful as we had
the opportunity to see the theoretical lectures we take in class in practical way and be-
ing inspired for our design projects.” Ms. Marwa Aldosseri, a Level 5 Architectural Engi-
neering student, was excited about the visit and explained “It was a very enjoyable day
and we saw the lessons that we were hearing in front of us. We had an idea about the
place and work as engineers, and this is a very easier way to help us to have information
and understand it faster than studying with books and slides.” She added “In the end, |
would like to thank all the organizers of this visit. Thank you.”
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The students from the first year to the fourth year have benefited
tremendously from the presentations offered by the hosts at the visit
end, shedding light on how the works are executed and organized,
and how companies are structured and managed. Ms Lilian, a Level 4
= Architectural Engineering student, explained “As for Marassi visit, it
1 was really beneficial to see the construction process of a real life pro-
 ject ... Many details were thoroughly communicated by the two of
the managers who were guiding us through with the project. They
were so kind as to answer any questions we had ..... We got a better
understanding of roofing systems, pipes, placement of tiles etc. An-
other interesting issue was that certain details about the concrete
that we had just viewed in the Eastern Concrete Factory.... a previous site visit ..... we ended up getting to see a hand in hand
example of in the Marassi galleria mall. After going through the site, we were briefed about the overall project which was a
great way to conclude the visit. Ms. Zahra Al-Ghanem, a Level 5 Architectural Engineering student, enthusiastically stated “I
really enjoyed the site visit. It was really a different experience. This site visit provided us with an opportunity to get hands-on
experience and knowledge that could not be achieved from lectures. | learned a lot from the tour, the piping, the different type
of finishes and flooring. it was knowledgeable to see and learn about various materials and application.”

The exposure of our students to such a complex project, in terms of its technical aspects and various functions, has contributed
greatly to the learning and teaching methods of the academic modules. This site visit demonstrates the commitment of the
College of Engineering and ASU to maintain a high level of the student practical experience during their educational journey in
the hosted programs of London South Bank University, UK.

Cohort 8 first workshop >> “Building a claim”

On the 7th of April 2021 the ASUrise team conducted the first workshop for AdvancedHE Cohort 8
participants. The workshop was a very enlightening and productive as it displayed the participants
zeal to learn and produce the best possible submissions.

The workshop was presented by Professor Fiona Smart, Learning and Teaching Enhancement Consult-
ant. During her presentation, Prof Fiona gave an overview of Building a claim for HEA fellowship and a
complete guide to help participants get started focusing on Record of Professional Activity (RPA) and
its impact on Teaching and Supporting Learning in higher education context.

I Ms. Maheera Faisal
I ASUrise Administrator
1

ASUrise team wishes all the participants the best during their preparation and submission process. I
This initiative will bring us closer to achieving our key indicators target and ultimately to having all our !
admin & academic staff taking part of the ASUrise fellowship scheme as it reflects quality inallwhat ~~ """ 7"77"77°
we do, in all our activities.

What T
happened as
a result of

your action?®ae
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PRESIDENT'S NEWS DIGEST

Quote of the Week

“A leader is admired, a boss is feared “

= Vicente del Bosque
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