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Welcome to the 23rdissue of the 7hvolume of the
President's News Digest.

In this issue Prof. Ghassan Aouad , President the
University will address the subject of :-

“ 54th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the
Association of Arab Universities (AArU) “
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Message from the President
54th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Association of Arab
Universities (AArU)

On the 26-29 March 2022, | attended the 54th Annual General Meeting of the
Association of Arab Universities, which was hosted by Amman Ahlia University in
Jordan. During the meeting, many issues were discussed, such as periodicals and
scientific publishing, and Arab rankings of universities amongst many other

issues.

: Written By

| Professor Ghassan Aouad
| The President of Applied

| Science University

HE Prof. Dr. Amr Ezzat Salama, Secrearey General of the Association of Arab

Universities, delivered the Association’s speech which focussed on the

achievements of last year and future directions. The Secretary-General of the
League of Arab States, HE Ahmed Aboul Gheit, delivered a recorded speech
praising the work of the Association of Arab Universities. In addition there were
many speeches by Prof Sari Hamdan, President of Amman Ahlia University and
distinguished guests from the UK and USA.

The opening speeches of the Annual General Meeting focused on the new
challenges that are facing higher education institutions post COVID 19. The
impact of corona virus on universities has been tremendous and this has resulted
in different modes of delivery. However, Arab Universities can benefit from the
transition to e-learning, and the lessons learned from this pandemic should be

fully documented.

The Director of the Arab periodicals platform project, Dr. Umayya Murad, gave a
presentation on the periodicals platform, and the Vice President of the European
Arab Network for University Leadership Training (ARLENE), Prof. Dr. Mohamed
Lotfy, gave a presentation on the network and its importance. Professor Issam
Khamis of Alexandria University presented the methodology which will be
adopted by the Association of Arab Universities in raking Arab Universities (30%
teaching and learning, 30% research, 20% innovation and entrepreneurship, 20%
local and international collaboration). Dr Ashwin Fernandes of the QS presented
the methodology for ranking universities in the Arab World and globally.

Mr David lock, presented on the Magna Charta and how you can sign for this

initiative.
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The committees of the Association of Arab Universities, namely: the Scientific Committee, the Finance Committee, and the

Membership Committee held their meetings on the morning of the second day and their recommendations were approved at
the AGM meeting and the names of the new universities were announced.

Over 150 universities’ presidents attended this meeting. This was an excellent meeting to get connected with like minded
people.

Let me conclude, as the holy month of Ramadan started yesterday, | would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your
families Ramadan Kareem.

| You are at the lowest

| point on earth
420 meters

below sea level.
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Delegation from QAA-UK visit ASU

Ms. Stephanie Sandford, Director of International and

Professional Services and Ms. Julie Till, Business

‘Development Manager from the QAA-UK visited
" Applied Science University on Sunday, 27" March
L2022, They were welcomed by Professor Hilal
Albayatti, Mr. Salem Alateyyat, and Ms. Maryam Ali

from the Quality Assurance and Accreditation Centre.

The meeting with them resulted in the discussion of
the work that had been accomplished in regards to the International Quality Review
(IQR) during the last period. The visit incorporated discussing future opportunities for
cooperation with the university to enhance the quality assurance of education in all

academic programmes.

The visit concluded with a tour of the campus, where the delegation expressed their
admiration for the facilities and equipment made available by the university to

students and staff to support the teaching and learning activities.

At the end, Professor Albayatti handed ASU plaques to the honorable delegation. In
return, Ms. Sandford, on behalf of the QAA-UK, presented a souvenir to Professor Al-

bayatti.

[ ————— - L
I Written By: :
| Mariam Ali i
1 Acting Head of QAA |
I Administrative Affairs |
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Engineering Students’ Participation in the General Engineering Conference
Bahrain Society of Engineers (BSE) - March 2022

The College of Engineering has arranged for Engineering Students to attend the General Engineering
Conference under the theme “Sustainable Engineering Environment and a Promising Future”. The confer-
ence was organized by BSE at Bahrain International Exhibition & Convention Centre on 16-17 March 2022,
as part of its Golden Jubilee Celebrations.

The conference tackled several topics pertaining to the challenges, opportunities and strategies for develop-

. . . . . . . . . . . Written By:
ing Bahraini engineers and the advancement of the Engineering profession in the Kingdom in line with :D,r_'Heezdyazefzafy

: Assistant professor
1
1
1

Vision 2030. The conference had three main themes: 1) developing Bahraini engineers and advancing the
engineering profession, 2) laws regulating the practice of engineering profession, and 3) enhancing
engineering education and training.

Three students of level 6 have attended the General Engineering Conference after being approved by HEC.
The students were guided through this educational event by the college’s staff members, Dr. Weal
Adelhameed, Dr. Hamdy Mohamed, Dr. Hend Elzefzafy, and Ms. Safa Awawdeh. This educational activity

had been conducted on two consecutive days.

Attending this conference gave the ASU engineering students the opportunity to interact with recent
engineering graduates that have been employed in various consulting offices and construction companies.
Our student Shaikha Ali Alsowaidi stated, “we get the chance to have information about the expected chal-
lenges we may face optioning our future jobs”. She added, “how they can - as new graduates- consider any
proper preparation or training to successfully obtain a job relevant to their engineering discipline”.

Our staff had the opportunity to meet with stakeholders and presenters who granted a number of
internship opportunities to our students in the next summer semester to enrich the students’ practical
experience and to prepare them for a successful career. Moreover, the conference provided a chance to
meet with other universities staff members in the relevant programmes for future cooperation as visiting

lecturers and for external-juror participation to assist our students in their graduation projects.

The students have attended a variety of presentations depending on their area of interest. Additionally, our
students had the opportunity to meet with International presenters from GCC countries and Jordan. This
interaction provided our students with insights into the possible role of Training & Industry in developing
Bahraini Engineers as well as the various aspects of International Recognition & Standards of Training

Qualifications, and Quality Assurance of Engineering Training as per the BSE’s Vision.



PRESIDENT'S NEWS DIGEST

The students had the chance to learn from the presentations conducted on day one of the conference. In Describing this
educational activity, student Dabya Saleh Alsadeh stated that “the presentation about The Design of Creative National Training
Program for Recently Graduated Engineers was very interesting to her since it gave her ideas about the training opportunities
available after graduation”. Student Abdelaziz Mohamed said that “he was very impressed with the paper that discussed the
Advancement of Engineering Profession & Engineers Through Legislation because it opened his vision on how his graduate
certificate will be recognized and equivalent to similar certificates around the world”. Day two of the conference added value
to the students' learning and skills development, such as innovation skills, research skills, and entrepreneurial skills that are
part of the University graduates' attributes and employability.

We consider participation in this conference an important activity to enhance our engineering students’ practical experience,
help them explore their future career opportunities, and empower them to develop required skills in line with the courses’

deliverables on "Architectural Design Procedures, Civil Engineering Design and Construction, and Graduation Projects".

All participating students commented that this educational event added a lot to their knowledge. They expressed their
gratitude for the university’s effort in arranging this educational event and appreciated the great support and guidance
received from their instructors.
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Quote of the Week

“Your talent determines what you can do. Your motivation determines how much you are
willing to do. Your attitude determines how well you do it. “

= Lou Holtz
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