Volume 6, Issue 35

President’s

Message From the Editor

Welcome to the 35t issue of the 6t volume of the
President's News Digest.

In this issue Prof. Ghassan Aouad , the President of Applied
Science University will address the subject of “ Internation-
al Assoclatlons of Quality Assurance Agencles and Author-
ties”
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Message from the President

International Associations of Quality Assurance Agencies and Authorities

There are many international associations of agencies of quality assurance.
The main ones are: ENQA, ANQAHE, and INQAAHE. These associations bring
together local quality assurance agencies in order to share good practices, but
they don’t accredit Universities at local levels as this is the task of local
agencies. The following descriptions are extracts from the associations’ web
sites.

ENQA was first established in 2000 as the European Network for Quality
Assurance in Higher Education to promote European cooperation in the field of
quality assurance in higher education. In 2004, it became the European
Association for Quality Assurance in Higher Education with the aim to contribute
to the maintenance and enhancement of the quality of European higher
education, and to act as a major driving force for the development of quality
assurance across all the Bologna Process signatory countries.

The Arab Network for Quality Assurance in Higher Education ANQAHE has been
established in June, 2007 as a nonprofit nongovernmental organization.

The purpose to establish the Arab network for quality Assurance in higher
education is to create a mechanism between the Arab countries to:

Exchange information about quality assurance

Construct new quality assurance agencies or organizations

Develop standards to establish new quality assurance agencies or support the
already present one

Disseminate good practice in quality assurance

Strengthen liaison between quality assurance bodies in the different countries

(INQAAHE) is a world-wide association of organisations that is active in the
theory and practice of quality assurance (QA) in higher education (HE). The
greater majority of its members are quality assurance agencies (as Full
members) that operate in many different ways. However, the Network also
welcomes (as Associate member) other organisations that have an interest in
QA in HE, and individuals with major interest in HE (as Affiliates). INQAAHE thus
offers its members the many benefits of being part of such an active group of
workers in QA in HE.
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INQAAHE was established in 1991 with only 8 members. Today the total membership exceeds 300 members. HE has dramatically
changed over the last decades. Distance education as well as vocational education have become increasingly more important as is
the need for recognition of prior learning. HE has become more global than ever before. Professional accreditation has become more
important as more higher education institutions (HEI) delivering programs in different modes enter the market. All these have thrust
the QA agencies into ever expanding roles.

INQAAHE is a QA community, with shared interests, a common language and an understanding of how things are done with regard to
a very specific field of work. It provides a forum for the discussion of global issues that go beyond national or regional boundaries,
such as cross border education. Members have the opportunity to learn from what others are doing, both from their successes and
their failures, and thus have now set the ground for the development of a QA profession.

At local level, national agencies tend to accredit universities. For instance the QAA in the UK accredits British Universities. However,
the QAA has introduced the IQR in order to accredit overseas Universities.

IQR enables institutions to demonstrate that the quality assurance systems meet international standards. IQR provides opportunities

to:

1. Demonstrate effective quality assurance measured against international benchmarks
2. Strengthen your global positioning

3. Drive improvement and excellence

4. Develop partnerships with UK institutions

5. Use the QAA Global accreditation logo on your website and marketing material.

IQR uses The 10 European standards (ESGs) which are:

Policy for quality assurance

Design and approval of programmes

Student-centred learning, teaching and assessment

Student admission, progression, recognition and certification
Teaching staff

Learning resources and student support

Information management

Public information

Ongoing monitoring and periodic review of programmes

10. Cyclical external quality assurance

© 0NN

The University is currently going through an IQR QAA accreditation process.

References

https://www.enga.eu

http://www.angahe.org
https://www.ingaahe.org
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/training-and-services/iqr

https://www.bqga.gov.bh
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Virtual Engineering Day
N Organized by the College of Engineering
A Successful Event

The College of Engineering proudly shares with you the outcome of the Engineering Day held on June 24,
2021. The staff members at our college have dedicated a great amount of time and effort to organize this
event. The work of Dr. Wael Abdelhameed, Dr. Rouya Hdeib, Dr. Hamdy Mohamed, Dr. Mohamed
Mahgoub, Mr. Yoonusraj Kodakkadan, and Ms. Bayan Almerbati is highly recognized.

Our sincere thanks go to Ms. Rugaya Mohsin, Mr. Baha Karaimeh, and the n i | ASUS

rest of people of Public Relations in supporting us during the preparation for VIRTUAL ENGINEERING DAY
this event. Their work included the preparation of the posters and the delivery
of the programme with Ms. Ruqya doing an outstanding job as the master of
the ceremony. The tremendous support of Mr. Muath Hussain and the IT
team is acknowledged.
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The inspirational speeches by Professor Waheeb Al-Khaja, Chairman of the Board of Trustees; Professor
Ghassan Aouad, President of ASU; and Professor Khaled Gharaibeh, Acting Vice President for Academic
Affairs and Development set the stage for a great Engineering Day delivery.

.| ASU® . | ASUS

VIRTUAL EIGINEENIHB DAY VIRTUAL ENGINEERING DAY

Let us highlight the main aspects that made this event successful.

1. The excellent presentation by Mr. John Robertson of Pace about the Marassi Project showed the
complexity of large-scale projects and the need of a Building Information Model (BIM) to integrate
data and information of all the aspects of the project from planning to design to construction. This
project is like building a small town with the entire infrastructure to support it.

three integrated assets

O TSI
COMTRY SECTIN O MACE

MARASS! PROJECT REVIEW . S W P ~
= [ Bosch ort & e
127,573 sqm 558,902sqm  BHD 200+ million
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e The Presentations by Ms. Reem Al-Otaibi of the Bahrain Society of Engineers and Ms. Aurelia Khisaf of the Institute of Civil Engi-
neers highlighted the benefits of joining professional bodies early on. We highly encourage our students to join these and other
professional bodies at the student membership level to have access to great resources and to build their network that will help
them tremendously in their professional career.

; 5}9? - ‘ Membership Benefits @% gégﬁ":g;
VIRTUAL ENGINEERING DAY .
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d by the socicty.
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Asue

Go to: www.ice.org.uk/students

VIRTUAL E"GINEEH'NG DAY Click ‘JOIN ICE’. You'll need:

*Course and university details ‘ @%

=Course administrator or tutor details

ice o

*Preferred mailing address
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Need help with your application? =

INSTITUTE OF CIVIL ENGINEERS UK (ICE) REVIEW Email: students@ice org.uk

e  The speeches by two students from Architectural Engineering, Ms. Hawra Murad and Ms. Sara Rashed; and two students from Civil
Engineering, Mr. Mohamed Noor Alabassi and Mr. Abdurrezagh Elhefyan have added a special touch to the event. Their testimony
about the enjoyable experience they had at ASU and the rigor of our academic programmes is a reflection of the quality of students
we attract at ASU, and the support they receive from the staff of our college. We are very proud of the achievements of our stu-
dents and we congratulate the ones who will be graduating soon as our first cohort.

VIRTUAL ENGINEERING DAY

-
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e The videos presented at the event showed the strong commitment of ASU to provide our students with effective engineering
programmes, comfortable facilities, and state-of-the-art equipment in support of the practical components of our programmes.

. The competition held between the Civil and Architectural Engineering students has served as a mechanism to have fun at the end
of the event and to stress the importance of STEM subjects when considering an engineering field for your degree.

Many thanks to all the participants who have contributed to the success of this event. Let us use this well-coordinated effort in the
advertisement of our programmes and in the recruitment of new students.
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Quote of the Day

i3]

“Happiness is a direction, not a place.

- Sydney J. Harri
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