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Day and the Anniversary of His Majesty Hamad bin
Isa Al Khallfa’s Accesslon to the Throne”
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Message from the President

National Day and the Anniversary of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa’s Accession to the

Throne.

As the Kingdom celebrates on December 16t and 17t its 49th National Day,
and the 21st Anniversary of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa's
Accession to the Throne, the University celebrated virtually in style through the
zoom platform. The celebration was under the patronage of the Chairman of
the Board of Trustees Professor Waheeb Al Khaja and the Students Council
and the Deanship of Student Affairs successfully organized it. The celebration
included a photography completion, Instagram-based quizzes and an evening
of poetry by poets from Kuwait and Bahrain who expressed their admiration for
Bahrain and its people. The University wishes the Kingdom of tolerance,
co-existence and peace every success and prosperity and happy celebrations
of the National Day and the Anniversary of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al

Khalifa’s Accession to the Throne.

We have to remember that we are celebrating the aforementioned events
because of the martyrs who scarified their lives for Bahrain and for all of us.

The Martyrs Day is observed in Bahrain on December 17 every year.
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Bahrain’s Historic Achievement of Making the Covid-19 Vaccine Available

Yesterday, 19 December 2020, | had the privilege of getting the first inoculation for the Sinopharm Covid-19 Vaccine
after registering at the platform healthalert.gov.bh and | have an appointment to get the 2™ inoculation on 9 January
2021.

| have been reflecting on that and | realized how lucky | am to be a resident of the Kingdom of Bahrain. Bahrain is one of
the very first countries to approve and roll out a vaccination scheme for its citizens and residents in the world. This is
nothing short of a miracle: exactly one year ago, in December 2019, the novel corona virus broke out in Wuhan, China,
and rapidly evolved into a global pandemic causing mayhem of biblical proportion. The first case was spotted in
Bahrain nearly 2 months later in February 2020. So, in less than one year, the scientific community managed to develop
reliable vaccines before the end of 2020, just to end the year with a glimpse of hope. That said, many countries will not
have access to the vaccines until months away. | have friends and relatives in Europe and Canada, and they can only
hope to get vaccinated by next Spring, the same applies to my home country Tunisia. The fact that Bahraini citizens and
residents are already getting vaccinated ahead of all these other nations is an astounding achievement and a historic
accomplishment that begs the question: how did that happen? Well, it was not coincidental, it is the fruit of a

well-thought and elaborate strategy undertaken by the Bahraini authorities.

Bahrain strategically engaged in the trials of the currently available vaccine (alongside UAE) and we have seen how both
citizens and residents responded well and volunteered in masses for the trials. Bahrain decided to contribute to the
human race towards testing and validating a reliable Covid-19 vaccine. That decision clearly paid off as Bahrain
consequently secured its share of the vaccine to make it available to all its willing citizens and residents, free of charge.
In other words, Bahrain was rewarded for its inspired decisions and proactive leadership, and | consider myself
extremely lucky to be a resident of Bahrain. | feel safe for myself and for my family and | feel that we are in good caring
hands.
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Interview with Alumnus

Interviewed By: Mrs. Noora Musalam, Manager of Career Development & Alumni Affairs Office, Deanship Of Student Affairs




. Volume 6, Issue 8

Quote of the Week

“A leader takes people where they want to go. A great leader takes people where they
don’t necessarily want to go, but ought to be.”

- Rosalynn Carter
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