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Message From the Editor | -
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Welcome to the 50t issue of the 5t volume of the

Presidents News Digest International Student Recruitment

In this issue Prof. Ghassa Aouad , President of the

B e e Stk I In a competitive environment, the recruitment of international students has
become vital to many universities and ASU is no exception. Bahrain is a

Email: Hesssa.almeraisi@asu.edu.bh crowded market with many existing and potential universities; hence UOB and

T: 4973- 16036161 . . . . .
Bahrain Polytechnic are attracting the large proportion of potential students

leaving us with a small proportion of students to be spread amongst private
universities. This is not sustainable in the long run. The International students
recruitment should become a strategic priority in our University. Written By

The International Office should work very closely with the colleges and . Professor Ghassan Aouad

. . . . .. . . The President of Applied
Mrs Hessa Al Meraisi Marketing and Public Relations in devising a strategy for international = ggience university

Manager of President’s Office

students recruitment through the identification of potential overseas markets
and the KPIs that are associated with this important activity. The use of
international students recruitment agents should be explored and
international networks should be exploited to the full. It is a collective
responsibility and we should all work hard to attract international students to
our University. It is equally important to develop academic programmes that
are attractive to international students, especially in the STEM areas and in
areas where we have a niche like political science. Our position in the

Inslde this Issue
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ASDU ONLINE TEACHINEIR international and regional league tables should help us to attract students

from overseas. In addition, the academic reputation we have built over the
years through our hard work should start paying dividends in markets beyond
Bahrain.
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ASDU ONLINE TEACHING ACTIVITIES

With the COVID-19 pandemic, time and place opportunities for learning have changed. Online schooling became
a must instead of a choice. But after COVID-19, | guess all stable customs of learning will change forever as far
as time and place of learning are concerned. There are no confines in online schooling, and students can learn
when and where they find convenient. Students with special needs shall no longer have to struggle or encounter
challenges, convenient time of schooling would give more space to family times, many students would achieve
the work- home difficult balance, and they would have the opportunity to advance faster than they would with
the traditional systems.

This is why we at ASDU have concentrated, since the beginning of the pandemic, on the online activities, either
with internal or external providers. Since last July, we have reached an agreement with CLICKS, The Center for
Learning Innovations, to conduct a series of teaching online related workshops.

This first one was conducted on Wednesday and Thursday, 2314 and 24t of September 2020 under the title of:
Transitioning Effectively to Online Teaching

The aim of this interactive webinar was to introduce participants to the definitions and basic principles of online
teaching. Participants were exposed to various types of online course delivery strategies (i.e. synchronous,
asynchronous, blended, et.) and explored how online learning differs from the traditional face-to-face learning
and what sort of skills and competencies shall students and instructors acquire to ensure a successful learning
experience. Participants also explored how they could quickly and effectively plan their online courses
considering aspects related to course content, learning activities, student engagement and the role of feedback
as well as how they can create a good online presence and build active learning communities.

Webinar Objectives

a. ldentify the main characteristics and skills required to create a successful online

learning experience

b. Understand the main differences between teaching face to face (f2f) and teaching online and how to prepare
students for their online learning experience

c. Consider different possible formats for the delivery of online courses

d. Rapidly and effectively plan their online course and transition to online teaching

e. Define what is effective online ‘content’ and how content is planned and presented to meet specific learning
outcomes and engage students

f. Integrate various tools (primarily those included in your LMS) to engage students in their learning.

g. Reflect on your current teaching online practices and make improvements as

deemed necessary.

The second one was conducted on Thursday, 8th of October 2020 under the title of: Re-thinking Student
Assessment in Online Learning

This webinar aimed at supporting instructors and teaching staff during their transition to online learning and will
focus particularly on student assessment strategies that are believed to be the most effective in an online
environment. Assessment techniques including the use of online quizzes, discussion forums, projects, portfolios,
blogs and wikis as well as peer and self-assessments were discussed during the webinar. Moreover, the role of
meaningful feedback cannot be overemphasized when it comes to online learning and the webinar tackled the
main characteristics of meaningful feedback and the different ways and techniques to provide effective
feedback to students.
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Webinar Objectives

a. Understand the key principles for moving assessment online

b. Design assessment strategies that are suitable to the nature of online learning;:
What should | be assessing?

c. Use effectively various educational technology tools to support student

assessment

d. Understand the role and importance of meaningful feedback in online learning

e. Comprehend and know how to address issues in managing quality and standards in
online assessment (i.e. dealing with plagiarism and authenticity).

f. Reflect on current institutional/ personal student assessment practices.

September 23, 2020

In-house
webinar on
Transitioning
Effectively to .
Online Teaching Motivating & Engaging
for Applied Online Students
Science University, [\
Bahrain - DAY 2

September 23, 2020
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Quote of the Week

“ The true sign of intelligence is not knowledge but imagination.”

- Albert Einstein
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