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Message From the Editor

Welcome to the 26t issue of the 5t volume of the M essage f ro m th e P res i d e n t

B e Measures Taken by the Kingdom of Bahrain to Combat Covid-19

In this issue Prof. Ghassan Aouad , the President of

ApplisSciance|liniverstyfwilliaddiceIEIE LSRR Bahrain (who was praised by the World Health Organization), has demonstrated a true
“Measures Taken by the Kingdom of Bahrain to Combat .. . . . . .. .

Covid-19” leadership in dealing with the COVID-19 that has impacted individuals, businesses and
the economy. With a cure rate of above 40%, Bahrain is the amongst the best countries
in the world in treating people, who are infected withthe coronavirus. In addition, the
Kingdom is amongst the best in the world in the number of tests carried out to diagnose

the virus.

Email: Hesssa.almeraisi@asu.edu.bh
T: +973- 16036161

The National Taskforce for Combating the Coronavirus spearheaded by HRH the Crown Written By
Prince was quick in realizing the major risks associated with the virus and introduced grh";g::zrmua g
Mrs Hossa Al Merai stringent measures and a clear strategy that included: travel limitations, quarantine ar- . The President of
Manager of President’s Office rangements, random checking of individuals, visa restrictions, health advices, working  Applied Science
from home whenever possible, and measures to protect consumers and the population University

at large. In addition, measures were introduced to stimulate the economy with a package

worth BHD4.3 billion which covers some of the following amongst many others: payment

of salaries of all private sector Bahraini employees for three months from April 2020,

payment of Electricity and Water bills for individuals and businesses for three months

from April 2020, exemption from municipal fees for three months from April 2020 for all

individuals and businesses; borrowers are allowed to defer repayment of loans for a peri-

od of six months, the Labor Market Regulatory Authority has terminated monthly work

fees and fees for issuing and renewing work permits for a period of three months from

April 2020.
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Bahrain has taken lead by requesting people under quarantine to wear electronic brace-
lets (introduced by the Information & eGovernment Authority) to ensure they comply with
the measures to control the spread of coronavirus. Every person confined to his or her
oot home or to government quarantine centers will have to wear the device. In addition, The

Information & eGovernment Authority (iGA), and in collaboration with the National Task-
force for Combating the Coronavirus (COVID-19), has launched the “BeAware Bahrain”
application. The application alerts individuals to the proximity of an active corona case or
quarantined cases.
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More than 30,000 people have registered in the National Campaign to Combat COVID-19
to help fight the coronavirus since it was launched. The National Taskforce for Combating
the Coronavirus (COVID-19) has asked for people to sign up to help with medical and
administrative services as well as logistic support in the coming weeks. The high number
of registered volunteers demonstrates the loyalty of Bahraini and Non Bahraini to the
Kingdom and their commitment to help during this difficult time. It has to be said, that
Bahrain as the Kingdom of tolerance and co-existence has given everyone equal treat-
ment and the message was clear from His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa who
ordered to provide free treatment and protection of employment rights and paid salaries
for expatriate residents (workers in labor camps) diagnosed and infected with the COVID-
19 virus.



Special thanks should go to all the health workers and other individuals in various ministries and authorities and volunteers who are sacrificing
their lives in order to keep us safe. People across Bahrain clapped for healthcare workers in a show of solidarity and appreciation for doctors,
nurses, GPs and carers from their front doors, gardens, balconies and windows at 8pm on Thursday April 2. The campaign titled “Feena Kheir”
launched by HH Sheikh Naser has so far raised over BHD35 million in its effort to combat COVID-19.
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QS in Conversation: the President participated in the first of a

series of online/virtual round-tables

On the 22nd of April, the President took part in the first of a series of online/virtual round-tables organised by the QS and
focused on sharing of best practices regarding online teaching and assessment. The event title was "QS In Conversation”
and the theme was*“institution success in online teaching & learning in the Arab Region”The roundtables are launched
under a new initiative called “Arab Rectors Excellence Circle”. In the first roundable the President participated in addition
to Prof. Karim Seghir, Chancellor, Aiman University UAE, Prof. Sari Hamdan, President, Al-Ahliyya Amman University Jordan
and Prof. Weam Tunsi, Vice Rector, University of Business And Technology KSA. The event was attended by over 250
virtual participants.

The session was chaired by Mr Anton John Crace, QS’s Editor and Program Designer and the opening address was by
Dr Ashwin Fernandes, Regional Director, MENA and South Asia, QS Quacquarelli Symonds.

ARAB
RECTORS
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Wednesday, 22 April 2020 Register at
11:30 AM UAE / 10:30 AM Bahrain / 10:30 AM KSA wwiw.gsinconversation.com/arabregion
Online Round Table via Zoom - Register to Attend

PANELISTS

The Presidents meets the Alumni Club Board of Directors
Virtually

On 19th April 2020, Professor Ghassan Aouad, the President of ASU, Dr. Hayat Ali, the Acting Dean of Student Affairs and
Ms. Noora Musalam, the Office Manager of Career Development & Alumni affairs met the Alumni Club Board of Directors
virtually to discuss the updates of the club’s current plan during the current situation of Covid-19 virus. First, Prof. Ghassan
welcomed the members and he briefed them with actions and decisions made by ASU management for interest of the
students during the current situation. On the other hand, the Club Board of Directors’ members expressed their special
thanks to the ASU management during the current situation and their wise decisions on the assessment for the second
semester. Finally,, the members emphasized on their continuity of implementing the activities in the action plan using the

virtual tools.

Ebrahim Aln
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The Student Services Office meets the Student Council for its cycle
13t Virtually

On 19t April 2020, the Student Services office have met the Student Council members virtually to discuss the updates for the upcoming
Ramadan activities and the summer course to encourage students to stay active yet safe at home during the current situation of Covid-19
virus. The meeting was attended by Mr. Mohamed Alnajjar, the Manager of Student Services Office and Ms. Rawan Bucheeri, an Administrator
in the Deanship of Student Affairs.

\ & _J
A «,’ﬁ
f

N7 N

hmed-alkhazali + \hmed Hassan

— T - - -

Written by
Ms. Rawan Bucheeri
Administrator in Student

Services Office
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Interview with Alumnus

<

ASU Alumni Ciub

Interviewed By: Mrs. Noora Musalam, Manager of Career Development & Alumni Affairs Office, Deanship Of Student Affairs
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Quote of the Week

“The value of an idea lies in the using of it .”

- Thomas Edison
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