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Message From the Edltor

Welcome to the 15th issue of the 8thvolume of
the President's News Digest.

In this issue Prof. Ammar Kaka , the President of
Applied Science University 1 address
a message titled “ W elcome Message”

Email: ayat.nass@asu.edu.bh
T: +973- 16036163
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APPLIED SCIENCE UNIVERSITY

Message from the President
Welcome Message

Dear colleagues,
Welcome to this month's edition of the President's Digest.

During the month of May, we witnessed some great successes and our links with our
communities continues to grow.

Professor Waheeb and I, together with senior colleagues visited the Minister of Educa-
tion, his excellency, Dr. Mohammed bin Mubarak Juma and discussed some of the

emerging trends and developments in the local and regional HE sectors. At the meeting ' ‘F’,\:g;;esgfryﬁ\mmar
also, we had the opportunity to congratulate Dr. Diana Al-Jahrami, on her new appoint- : Kaka

ment as the Secretary General of the Higher Education Council. ASU look forward to
working closely with Her Excellency and her team for the betterment of the higher edu-
cation sector in Bahrain.

I The President of
I Applied Science
; University

I wanted to congratulate our college of Engineering for securing the full CIOB accreditation for our two
LSBU hosted Bachelor Programmes: Architectural Engineering and Civil Engineering. This accreditation is
effective immediately and until 2028. This prestigious, programme based accreditation will provide our
graduates with international and professional recognition and will allow them to join the CIOB as full
members. Current Students will also benefit greatly from the accreditation. They will gain access to CIOB’s
network and associated services, including one of the world's largest online libraries for construction
management.

I am also delighted to inform you that the THE Impact Ranking for 2023 has just been published and that our
university has maintained its ranking bracket despite the significant increase in the number of universities
participating! ASU has now secured an overall global ranking of 201-300 amongst 1,591 universities
compared to 1,410 universities participating in 2022.

ASU's commitment to providing quality education and promoting social responsibility has been reflected in its
impressive rankings in several categories. Further details will be shared at a later stage, to highlight some of
the impressive improvements in the individual scores and the rankings.

Last week the University hosted its 10th Career fair under the patronage of the Minister of Labour, his
excellency Mr. Jameel bin Mohammed Ali Humaidan. Over 50 external organizations participated in the
event, offering employment opportunities to our students and graduates. As we toured the booths, I was
particularly pleased and proud to encounter some of our alumni, who were present at the fair, representing
their companies and connecting with our ASU students. A big thank you to all colleagues at the Career
Development and Alumni office, the Directorate of Students Affairs, and the Directorate of Marketing and
Public Relations for organizing this timely and much appreciated event!

The month also featured a wonderful gathering with our Alumni and university ambassadors. Under the
patronage of Dr Waheeb Al-Khaja, we hosted the dinner at the Gulf Hotel which included a number of
recognitions for our special Alumni and also members of the Alumni clubs that completed their term of
service. We also welcomed the new members and wished them every success in the year to come. I was
particularly thrilled to hear about the contributions our graduates are making to society and the economy.

I very much look forward to the forthcoming graduation ceremonies. This will be my first with ASU and it
will be our biggest so far.

Many thanks to all colleagues who have contributed to the articles and activities featured below. The larger
than usual volume of the digest is a testimony for the level of activities and developments that colleagues have
been leading on behalf of our beloved university! I am grateful to all colleagues that initiated and engaged
with these activities.
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The College of Administrative Sciences Collaborate with Consulting Firms

On May 21, 2023, the Dean of the College of Administrative Sciences, Dr Ramzi Nekhili, has received a letter of
intent from athGADLANG Management Consulting firm to collaborate with the well-reputed the College of
Administrative Sciences at Applied Science University (ASU) in fostering students’ experience with hands-on
learning. athGADLANG is a consulting firm in Accounting, Taxation, Assurances, Marketing, and Management,
with the objectives of catalyzing business productivity in the region and beyond. The firm is based in Bahrain and
has offices in Saudi Arabia, UAE, and Oman. Spearheaded by the CEO Mr Arshad Gadit, FCA and ACCA,
athGADLANG employs highly qualified team with vast experience

in consulting. One of the firm’s team member was the world

youngest ACCA accredited student (at the age of 14). . -

The Dean paid a visit to the firm’s premises located in the Seef
district area and discussed various areas of collaboration between
the College and the consulting firm. Among others, the firm is keen
to offer students an opportunity to gain hands-on experience in the
field of Accounting and Finance, and Business Management. The
programs of Bachelor in Accounting & Finance and BA (Hons)
Business Management are particularly discussed in light of the [
firm’s expertise in both disciplines. The firm agreed to provide its |

necessary expertise and resources to facilitate  students’ practical

experience.
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! Written By: Dr. Ali Matar

1

| Head of Department of Accounting and Finance i
! 1
1

1

The Accounting and Finance Department conducted their 2nd Advisory Board Meeting for the Bachelor Accounting
and Finance Programme that was organized by Dr.Hafnida Hasan, the program coordinator. Dr.Ali Matar, head of the
department, all welcomed the board members and wished them an enjoyable and successful cooperation. The meeting
was chaired by Prof.Sayel Ramadan, a Professor of Accounting, University of Bahrain, with the participation of board
members; Mr.Osama Alkhaja Chairman, Baytik Industrial Oasis and, and Mrs.Mooza Alkawari an Alumni, Financial
Analyst, Ministry of Cabinet Affairs, and Dr.Nizar Naim Staff member from the Department also attended the
meeting. Then, the members discuss various issues below to the program in order to continually important and

development, Such as ACCA exemptions and other related issues.

-

E
.
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1st training session of Basic Bloomberg Navigation for Academic Staff in Administrative
Science College

| Written By: Dr. Ali Matar i
i Head of Department of Accounting and Finance

In light of linking the theoretical aspect with the practical reality of many courses of the accounting and finance
department, and in line with the University's plan for the continuous development of faculty members, the accounting and
finance department hosted on 4th of May 2023, Mr. Gabriele De Vito the Sales Manager of Bloomberg Middle East and
North Africa. In the presence of the vice president for Academic Affairs and development, the dean of the Administrative
Sciences College, and a number of colleagues of the faculty members in the college and Department. Mr. Gabriel
presented a training course titled “Basic Navigation of Bloomberg Lab”. There was Some practical examples were applied
during the session and the companies are listed on the Bahrain Bourse and other international companies were reviewed
and identified how to deal with the data available in the global list. at the end, the discussion was opened by the lecturer
and colleagues present, noting that this course is part of a series of other training courses to be conducted at the Bloomberg

lab of the University. The Students will be engaged, trained and use the laboratory for many upcoming training courses.
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The College of Engineering at the Applied Science University believes that practical
experience in a professional setting is essential to the comprehensive development of skills,
knowledge, and abilities for the students in different programmes. Construction site visits are
important activities that intend to enhance the students’ learning by offering an opportunity
to gain practical experiences in applying academic concepts. In addition, site visits are

essential to share with our future engineers the development and understanding of how

I ertten By: Dr. Hamdy
I Alsayed, Acting Head of

: Internship Unit/Programme
1 Director,

engineering theory is put into practice.

This academic year, the College of Engineering has planned and arranged eleven site visits to various projects in the
Kingdom of Bahrain for the students enrolled in different programmes and levels. Students visited the projects at
different stages in the construction process and have been provided with an explanation of the design and
construction cycles from inception to completion. Dr. Hamdy Alsayed, Acting Head of Internship Unit and
Programme Director, and Ms. Safa Awawdeh, Research and Teaching Assistant, College of Engineering, have been
leading, supervising, planning, assisting and managing these visits with the help and support from the college’s

Dean, Vice Dean, Heads of Departments, and the faculty members.
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During the second semester, students from the Civil and Architectural Engineering programmes have visited one of
the top ranked project in Bahrain, the Avenues Mall —Phase II. The Avenues Company W.L.L., a wholly owned
subsidiary of Al-Sorouh Management Company W.L.L has announced the appointment of Nass Group as the main
contractor to begin works for the construction of The Avenues - Bahrain Phase II expansion project. The expansion
project sets to extend The Avenues - Bahrain further along the west of Manama’s Seafront. The extension will add
an additional 41,200 square meters of leasable space, which will include 244 units, two entertainment areas, an ice
rink, and a supermarket, as well as a basement parking, bringing the total leasable area in both phases to
approximately 80,000 square meters. Construction started in September 2022 and will be completed in the first
quarter of 2024. When finished, the promenade will stretch 900 meters west along the water of Bahrain Bay, making
The Avenues - Bahrain the largest waterfront entertainment and shopping destination in Bahrain, with a total length
of 1.4 km.

During the visit, the students have experienced different skills, knowledge and understood the challenges concerning
the project such as reclaiming, deep foundation, retaining walls, using different types of piles, and different
technique in constructing the concrete slab with large spans such as post-tensioned prestressed concrete slab. All
students have confirmed their appreciation and satisfaction with the great opportunity and practical skills offered to
them during the visit. The students acknowledged the importance of practical skills and experiences in the field of

Civil and Architectural Engineering.
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Civil Engineering student Jumana AlTaweel of level 4 stated “The visit to the Avenues phase 2 project was very
insightful, we learned about the different design processes and looked at detailed drawings. During the site visit we
also conducted an interview with the health and safety officer regarding the safety measures taken and the

challenges they face”.

Architectural Engineering student Ahmed Zuhair of level 5 mentioned “It was amazing, very good experience, very
educational and the staff were so professional and friendly. Hopefully we can go again when they progressed

more in the project”.
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Accreditation of the Civil and Architectural Engineering Programmes
College of Engineering, Applied Science University

lertten By: Dr. Hend Elzefzafy
IAss1stant Professor, Department of Civil and Architectural Engineering

We are delighted to announce that the Department of Civil and Architectural Engineering at Applied Science University
(ASU) in Bahrain gained Accreditation from the Chartered Institute of Building (CIOB) for its Architectural
Engineering and Civil Engineering undergraduate programmes until 2028. This is especially exciting as this is the only
university in Bahrain to be running CIOB Accredited programmes. The president of ASU Prof. Ammar Kaka and the
vice president Prof. Hatem Masri congratulate the college of Engineering for this achievement pointing to the benefits
of the CIOB accreditation for both the Students and the Applied Science University.

The process of applying for the CIOB accreditation was in line with the Chairman of Board of Trustees, Prof. Waheeb
Al-Khaja’s vision to offer programmes in engineering with international accreditation and recognition. The process was
conducted under the guidance and supervision of the dean of the College of Engineering Dr. Mohamed Salama and the
vice dean Dr. Marwan Aouad. Dr. Hend Elzefzafy prepared the applications for the two programmes with the
assistance of the staff members in the Civil and Architectural Engineering department and submitted the applications
within the proposed timeline.

Special thanks go to Ms. Laura Stirling, CIOB Accreditation Manager, for her support and guidance during the
accreditation process. She was always available to answer any questions to ensure that the applications and the
supporting documents are submitted as required to avoid delays in the accreditation process. Thanks go also to Mr. Matt
Doran, Ms. Mae Perez and Ms. Melissa Benson for their continuous support to complete the membership requirements.
We also thank the panel’s members who were responsible for the evaluation of the two programmes resulting in the
successful approval of the application and the earned CIOB Accreditation Certificate.

The benefit of the CIOB’s Accreditation to ASU is an international recognition as a mark of quality and strength for its
engineering progammes. Accredited programme providers gain access to the largest and most influential network of
managers and leaders in construction. This accreditation ensures that our Civil and Architectural Engineering
programmes at ASU stand out in a competitive market. Undoubtedly, students also value the importance of studying an
accredited degree from an internationally renowned institute, one of the largest institutes worldwide in the construction
field. CIOB is a long-established bridge between academia and practitioners throughout CIOB global network. ASU
can utilise CIOB’s local operations in Bahrain to develop relationships with the industry. It is worth noting that the
ASU-accredited programmes will enjoy the opportunities to submit research projects and promote initiatives through
the CIOB’s industry-leading UK and international publications. Additionally, the accredited programmes are listed on
the CIOB website and can use the CIOB brand for enhanced international recognition of the teaching and learning
approaches at ASU.
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Students gain free access to CIOB’S knowledge and associated services, which include one of the world’s
largest online libraries for construction management. Students that graduate from the Architectural and Civil
Engineering programmes at ASU have a clear pathway to a professional qualification with the CIOB. Moreover,
opportunities exist for students to enter CIOB’S competitions, scholarships and research initiatives. With this
accredited CIOB degree from Architectural and Civil Engineering, students have the opportunity to join CIOB’s
Tomorrow’s Leaders network, which is a powerful platform for young professionals to connect with each other
and industry influencers.

The College of Engineering at ASU has begun the collaboration with CIOB through its local chapter in Bahrain
headed by Mr. Christopher Core. Workshops have been conducted for students to join as student members and
benefit from the available resources at CIOB. Meetings with UK technological companies are scheduled to
introduce new software for enhancing the curriculum of the ASU programmes to meet the demands of the
marketplace.

In the end, we would like to congratulate ASU and the College of Engineering for this great achievement. As
we get used to ASU, we always say -This Is Not the End - it is just another starting point to accomplish more.
Go forward our beloved Applied Science University, we are so proud to be members of this great institution

Clo The Chartered
| Institute of Building

THE CHARTERED INSTITUTE OF BUILDING

CERTIFICATE OF ACCREDITATION
This is to certify that

B.Eng(Hons) Architectural Engineering
B.Eng(Hons) Civil Engineering

Delivered at

Applied Science University

is awarded CIOB Accreditation
for a period of six years, from 2022 to 2028

=

Caroline Gumble — Chief Executive Officer
Signed on behalf of the Chartered Institute of Building
May 2023

&2 ClOB
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Quote of the Month

Before you are a leader, success is all about growing yourself. When you become a leader, success
is all about growing others.

— Jack Welch .
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