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Message From the Edltor

Welcome to the 3rd issue of the 8thvolume of the

Presidents News Digest. Message from the President
The 9 (or 12) Ps of PhD Success

In this issue Prof. Gh n Aoud , the President of
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College of Engineering Has Launched Students’ Construction Site Visits
Semester 1 - Academic Year 2022/2023

Applied Science University considers the practical experience in a professional setting an essential activ-
ity adding to the comprehensive development of students’ skills, knowledge, and abilities. Construction
site visits are important activities that intend to reinforce the students’ learning by giving them an op-
portunity to gain practical experience in applying academic concepts. In addition, site visits are essential
to share with our future engineers the development and understanding of how engineering theory is
put into practice.

: Written By: |
: Dr. Hamdy Alsayed, :
1 Acting Head Internship 1
: Unit/Programme Director, :

The College of Engineering has planned and arranged several visits this semester to various projects in
the Kingdom of Bahrain for the students enrolled in the Civil and Architectural Engineering
programmes. Students will be given the opportunity to visit some projects at different stages in the
construction process and will be provided with an explanation of the design and construction cycles
from inception to completion.

Dr. Hamdy Alsayed, Acting Head of Internship Unit and Programme Director, and Ms. Safa Awawdeh,
Research and Teaching Assistant, in the College of Engineering have been leading, supervising, planning,
assisting and managing these visits with the help and support from the college’s Acting Dean and Head
of Department.

Communications with several construction companies have been conducted early to identify firms with
project site visit opportunities for students of the Civil and Architectural Engineering Programmes.

Seven site visits have been scheduled to be conducted at unique and top ranked projects: AMAS North
Islands Apartments, Bahrain Precast Concrete Factory, First Energy Bank Tower, Bahrain New Exhibition
and Convention Center, Alnaseem Project — Phase II, King Hamad American Mission Hospital — A’ali, and
Solartecc Green Energy Factory. The university has received approval from the HEC for these visits.
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On November 3th, students from the Civil and Architectural Engineering programmes have participated the first visit to
Bahrain Precast Concrete (BPC) Factory under the supervision of Dr. Hamdy Alsayed, Ms. Safa Awawdeh, and Mr. Yusuf
Buzaboon. BPC is considered as the pioneer of precast concrete in the region, they have established a thriving business that
has revolutionized the Gulf construction industry. BPC’s projects portfolio has decades of experience in design, production and
erection of precast concrete elements for building projects across the GCC.

The engineering students have visited different departments in the factory and attended to the explanation from the
company’s engineers. All students have confirmed their appreciation and satisfaction for the great opportunity and practical
skills offered to them by the hosting company.

Student Noor Jasim stated: “I really enjoyed my time there; it was a beneficial experience”. Student Jumana Altaweel com-
mented that “the site visit was really interesting. | enjoyed seeing the processes inside the factory rather than only studying
the theoretical aspects”. The students acknowledged the importance of the practical skills and experiences in the field of Civil
and Architectural Engineering
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ASDU & LSBU workshops

On Thursday 11" November 2022, the Academic Staff Development Unit (ASDU), organized a workshop
delivered by LSBU, as part of our international partnership joint activities.

The workshop titled “How to Support Students at risk - Student Mental Health, Embedded Wellbeing
and Supporting Students at risk”, it covered the factors impacting students learning and listed evidence-
based strategies to build cognitive, social, emotional, physical and spiritual wellbeing by providing the
right wellbeing tools, skills, and support to ease and eventually curb the challenges affecting their learn-
ing outcomes.

: Written By:

1 Ms. Maheera Faisal

: Coordinator at the VP Office
1 for Academic Affairs &

I Development
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Virtual Meetings with Link Tutors

The International Partnerships Office at ASU in cooperation with the LSBU Global office organised
four virtual meetings for programme coordinators managing the LSBU programmes to meet with
the LSBU link tutors.

Present were Dr. Faiza Zitouni, Ms. Diana El Hageova, Mr. Noel Lavin, Ms. Aissata Edmondson,
Ms. Muna Razzaq, respective LSBU link tutors and colleagues from the colleges.

No | Date LSBU Link Tutor ASU Colleagues Present
1 31 October Mahmood Datoo, link Dr. Marwan Aouad
2022 tutor for the Built Envi- Dr. Wael Abdehameed
ronment programmes, Dr. Hamdy Mohamed
Civil and Architcture Dr. Ali Sedki
Engineering
2 31* October Christopher Matthews, Dr. Radwan Kharabsheh
2022 link tutor for the Busi-
ness Management pro-
gramme
3 7" Novem- Raveendran Sundarara- Dr. Marwan Aouad
ber 2022 jan, link tutor for the Dr. Mohd Ahmad

Engineering pro-
grammes, Electrical and
Mechanical Engineering
Emmanouela Mylonaki, Dr. Reem Radhi
link tutor for the LLB
programme

4 | 7" Novem-
ber 2022

Link tutors work hand in hand with ASU colleagues to maintain the quality of the programmes,
share best learning and teaching practices, offer advice on assessment design, and provide
recommendations for enhancing various aspects of the programme delivery and management.

Among the topics discussed was the external examination process which is currently done via
emails. The IPO suggested that the external moderation process is done through the robust ASU
exam moderation portal which has proven to be successful throughout the years. LSBU
colleagues welcomed this idea that would facilitate the operations.

In the same week a meeting was scheduled with the IT department at ASU where colleagues
confirmed that this update to the moderation portal would be possible and will be piloted in the
second semester for the Civil and Architecture programmes, as the other programmes which are
in their foundation year do not require external moderation of the assessment.

The meetings were very successful. Colleagues were put able to put names into faces, and in-
person visits of the link tutors were also discussed with tentatively aiming for January 2023.

| B 1
| Written By:

: Ms. Diana El Hageova

|
|
|
: Acting Office Manager of |
 International Partnerships / !
| Lecturer, Department of :
| General Studies, College of |
| Arts and Science |
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ASU Participation APG School University Fair

On November 8", the University, participated in a University Fair hosted by the Arabian Pearl Gulf School
(APG). This was one of the annual events at which University representatives’ advice and counsel high
school seniors. On that day, Mr Abdulhameed Baqi, Office Manager of Marketing and Students Recruitment
Office, counselled approximately 56 students from the 11" grade and 64 students from the 12" grade
(mostly IB students), and this was without a doubt, one of the most interactive fairs in this semester, as the

students showed high interest in both our ASU programmes (particularly Computer Science and Interior

! Written By:
Design) and the British Programmes (the LLB and the Civil Engineering). In addition, they brought up the | Mr. Abdulhameed Baqi

1
1
i I
. . I . Office M f Mar-
fact that they were concerned about choosing the right university and were debating whether to pursue :ke,:if,eg&asrliizrn:R:r .

1

1

their degree at home or abroad, as they also expressed interest in scholarships and financial supports, | cruitment

especially because many of them had grade point averages of 90 or more (who had straight As).
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Bahrain International Air Show 2022

University along with other private Universities has participated in the Bahrain International Airshow (BIAS
2022), as this massive event is one of the biggest regional aviation trade gatherings inaugurated its 6™ edi-
tion. The event took place between 9™ and 11" November at Sakhir Air Base. ASU Stand in the show been
visited by Professor Ghassan Aouad, the University President; Dr Mohamed Yusuf, Vice President for Ad-
ministration Finance and Community Engagement; Mr Abdulla AlKhaja, Director of Administration and Fi-
nance; Dr Marwan Aouad Acting Dean of College of Engineering and Acting Vice Dean of CoIIege of Engi-

1

1
Marketing and Public Relations; Mr Baha Karaimeh, Office Manager of Public Relatlons Office; Mr Ab- :Mf Abdulhameed Badi '
dulhameed Baqi, Office Manager of Marketing and Student Recruitment Office, and Mr Yusuf Alghawi, Ad- :ggf]egggiiee:‘:w_ar' '
ministrator in Marketing and Public Relations Directorate, who were the representatives of our University | cruitment .
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Quote of the Week

“Without change there is no innovation, creativity, or incentive for improvement. Those who
initiate change will have a better opportunity to manage the change that is inevitable. ”

- William Pollard
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